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NGO status for HON

Health On the Net was granted NGO status
on 23" July 2002 by the Economic and Social
Council of the United Nations.

Health on the Net Executive Director Celia Boyer announced that HON has been granted consultative
status to the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations (ECOSOC). The new NGO status
will facilitate HON participation with the World Health Organization and other UN bodies, and
reinforce its consultative role with government ministries in several countries where HON has contacts.
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July 2002
Dear sir/madam:

We would like to inform you that the Economic and Social Council, at its Substantive
Session on July 2001, decided to grant Special consultative status to the organization "Health on the
Net Foundation (HON)".

The ization may now desi| official rep to the United Nations — to the
United Nations Headquarters in New York and the United Nations offices in Geneva and Vienna.
Designated representatives must pick up their passes in person at the designated site. Needless to say,
the regular presence of your organmhon will lllow your organization to implement effectively and
fruitfully the provisions for this

Please note, in particular, Parts 11, 1V, V and V11 and the Council Resolution 1996/31,
describing the procedures for camrying out your consultative relationship with the Council. Also,
kindly note Part IX, paragraph 61c which requests that organizations in General and Special
consultative status submit quadrennial reports on their activities for the four-year period in 2002-2005
to the Committee in 2006. You will be advised of the modalities for completing your report in due
course. Meanwhile, we suggest that you maintain detailed records of your activities.

The United Nations issues a calendar of ings and confe es, which can be obtained by
your representatives at the United Nations sites. Every year, you will receive from this office the
“Calendar of United Nations meetings open to participation by or of special interest to NGOs in
consultative status”. The latest copy of the calendar and other NGO mllled mfonnahon can also be
found on the NGO Section's homepage at http:/www.un.org/s

Finally, should you wish to indicate your status with the United Nations on your letterhead,
please use the following wording: “NGO in Special Consultative Status with the Economic and Social
Cauncil of the United Nations". The United Nations emblem may not be used, unless expressed
approval has been granted by the Legal Office of the United Nations. This is neither granted for
stationery use, nor for any printed materials describing your organization.

We look forward to a productive relationship with your organization and its

P!

Sincerely yours,

\‘\ ‘ o
Hanifa ui, Chief
NGO Section / DESA

HON was established in 1995 under the impetus
of M. Guy-Olivier Segond, former Geneva State
Councillor, and the auspices of the General
Direction of the Département de I'’Action Sociale
et de la Santé, Geneva. The organization was
then directed between 1998 and 2001 by the
late Professor Jean-Raoul Scherrer.

Pioneering the field of health information
ethics, HON was first to introduce a code of
conduct for medical and health web sites
(HONcode). The HONcode has since been
adopted by over 5,700 web sites from 72
countries. HON presents its research at interna-
tional academic gatherings and collaborates on
several European Union projects. Although best
known for the HONcode, Health On the Net
has also developed online applications for
patients and caregivers, including HONselect a
user-friendly directory of selected medical
resources forming an encyclopaedia of 33,000
medical terms in 7 languages. HONselect offers
privileged access to 17 million Medline articles,
52,000 ongoing clinical trials, 3,000 news
sources and HON’s own databases.
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